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Intraoperative memory alteration: a novel
neurocognitive disorder? Alteration of
memory (AM) can be postoperatively
iInduced in the first week following a
surgical procedure, suggesting its role as
a neurocognitive disorder, and is known
to be influenced by intracranial lesions.
However, it remains to be elucidated
whether AM can be induced as a
postoperative memory syndrome (PMS)
iIndependent of any pre-existing lesion.
We assessed the validity of the memory
alteration in 58 patients who underwent
surgery for brain tumours. AM was
assessed using a visual reproduction task,
which required the subjects to imagine
and reproduce during a video-taped
sequence a series of items. This visual
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reproduction task was administered
before, on the postoperative third day
and before surgery, before the end of
surgery (control session), and at 1, 2 and
4 weeks after surgery. Subjects with PMS
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